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PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. NYDIA M. VELA
´
ZQUEZ

OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 28, 2000

Ms. VELA
´
ZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, due to an

error by the House Tally Clerk, I was incor-
rectly shown as voting ‘‘no’’ on Rollcall No.
103, and ‘‘not voting’’ on Rollcall No. 104. I
was present during both Rollcall votes and
during voting for Rollcall No. 103, I voted
‘‘yes’’, and during Rollcall No. 104, I voted
‘‘no’’. I ask that this statement be entered into
the RECORD.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 28, 2000

Mrs. MYRICK. Mr. Speaker, due to other
commitments, I was unable to participate in
the following votes. If I had been present, I
would have voted as follows: June 22, 2000:
Rollcall vote 315, on the Campbell amend-
ment to H.R. 4690, I would have voted nay;
rollcall vote 316, on the Hinchey amendment
to H.R. 4690, I would have voted nay; rollcall
vote 317, on the Scott of Virginia amendment
to H.R. 4690, I would have voted nay; and
rollcall vote 318, on the DeGette amendment
to H.R. 4690, I would have voted nay.

June 23, 2000: Rollcall vote 319, on the
Waxman amendment to H.R. 4690, I would
have voted nay; rollcall vote 320, on the Davis
of Virginia amendment to H.R. 4690, I would
have voted nay; and rollcall vote 321, on the
Coble amendment to H.R. 4690, I would have
voted aye.
f

INTRODUCING THE RONALD
REAGAN RECOGNITION ACT OF 2000

HON. DON YOUNG
OF ALASKA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 28, 2000

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to introduce the Ronald Reagan Rec-
ognition Act of 2000.

Recent news reports indicate that the Inte-
rior Department is moving toward a complete
moratorium on future memorials in the area
known as the Mall in Washington, DC.

Mr. Speaker, we can argue the merits of
that proposal, but one thing is clear: Under Ar-
ticle IV of the U.S. Constitution, Congress, not
the Interior Department, has the authority to
dispose of federal lands. A decision this im-
portant, about how, whether, and where Amer-
ican heros are memorialized on federal lands,
should be made by, and in consultation with,
Congress.

One other thing is very clear: One such
American hero, who is deserving of recogni-
tion among our great American statesmen, is
Ronald Wilson Reagan, 40th President of the
United States.

Although President Reagan is, thankfully,
still very much alive, he is not well. The
scourges of Alzheimer’s disease have greatly

diminished his once tremendous mind. I am
sure all my colleagues join me in wishing
President and Mrs. Reagan long lives and
good health. But tomorrow is promised to no
one.

We must not stand idly by and wait while
the Interior Department eliminates the possi-
bility of a future memorial to President
Reagan, robbing future generations of Ameri-
cans of the opportunity to recognize the tre-
mendous contributions of this great American,
and to do so in the midst of the other great
Presidents and heros memorialized on the
Mall.

We must not stand by and deprive this gen-
eration of Americans of the opportunity to
honor President Reagan themselves, in this
small way.

Mr. Speaker, the Washington Mall is the
family album of the American people. It is
where their heros are remembered, and where
great accomplishments are celebrated. Presi-
dent Reagan is deserving of both honors.

Ronald Reagan is an American hero de-
serving of recognition by this and future gen-
erations of Americans and visitors to the Mall
from around the world.

Future visitors to a Ronald Reagan Memo-
rial on the Mall should be reminded that as
President, Ronald Reagan initiated policies
that won the cold war, protected and restored
freedom and Democracy around the globe,
lowered taxes on American citizens, tamed the
economic threats of inflation and economic
stagnation, and ushered in an unprecedented
era of peace and prosperity across the nation,
and his contributions merit permanent memori-
alization.

Future visitors to a Ronald Reagan Memo-
rial on the Mall should be reminded that the
legacies of President Reagan include restoring
faith in our system of Democracy and cap-
italism, returning pride in being an American,
and renewing the honor and decency of the
American Presidency, and are deserving of
national recognition.

Future visitors to a Ronald Reagan Memo-
rial on the Mall should be reminded that the
contributions of former President Reagan, and
his status as a pre-eminent twentieth-century
American statesman and one of the greatest
American Presidents, merit and require a per-
manent memorialization alongside the other
great American leaders memorialized on the
Mall in Washington, DC.

To accomplish these goals, this bill requires
the Secretary of the Interior to identify appro-
priate lands within the area designated as sec-
tion 1 of the Mall in Washington, DC, as the
location of a future memorial to former Presi-
dent Reagan, requires identification of a suit-
able location, and selection of a suitable de-
sign, authorizes raising private-sector dona-
tions for such a memorial, and creates a com-
mission to assist in these activities.

Money spent on the memorial would be
raised from private sector donors. A commis-
sion would be created to oversee the process.
And a suitable site on the Mall would be se-
lected, and marked as the ‘‘Future Site of the
Ronald Reagan Memorial.’’

By statute, the memorial to President
Reagan on the Mall will still not occur until 25
years after his death—hopefully long, long in
the future. But we must begin the process
now, while it is still possible.

Remembering that the policies of President
Reagan are responsible for the peace and

prosperity we now enjoy is especially fitting
now, while some national political figures are
running around the country trying to take cred-
it for the results. I find it a little like the rooster
taking credit for the sunrise.

The many benefits of Ronald Reagan’s poli-
cies of limited government, lower taxes, and a
strong national defense are still very evident
today. Those policies are why this nation is in
the good shape we’re in today.

The fact that some people seem to have
forgotten this is the strongest argument yet to
begin the steps toward creating this memorial.

I can think of no greater tribute, and no
more fitting tribute, to a man who has done so
much for his nation.

Quite frankly, Mr. Speaker, it is the least we
can do.
f

THE CALALLEN WILDCATS

HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ
OF TEXAS

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 28, 2000

Mr. ORTIZ. Mr. Speaker, today I pay tribute
to the Calallen Wildcats, the 2000 Texas High
School Class 4–A Baseball Champions. In a
herculean effort in the sixth inning of the final
game they came from behind, sending the
game into extra innings to win.

In the championship game, they fell behind,
rallying to a tie in the sixth inning, sending the
game into extra innings before winning the
state championship. The young men who won
this championship deserve great credit for
holding together to bring home this important
win. Some of the seniors on this winning team
have been playing together since they were 5
years old, so they have been a team longer
than most baseball teams have played to-
gether.

I am proud of the 4–A champs; these play-
ers kissed medals and fought back tears as
they savored their win. This was the sixth time
in the past eight years that the Wildcats made
it to the state’s final four teams, but this was
the first to come home with the state Class 4–
A title.

These young players played and enjoyed
this series for themselves, the perfect ending
to a season in which the Wildcats first won 38
games, then earned the No. 1 ranking in
Texas and finally won a state championship.
Calallen is the first South Texas team to win
a state championship since Orange Grove
claimed the 3–A title in 1994.

These young men didn’t just play ball well.
They had to be patient for years. They fell
short of the title in 1998 and again in 1999,
but the third time was a charm. Their game
was canceled due to rain Friday. We have had
a drought for years in South Texas, and the
two other rain delays they sat through seemed
pretty cruel. But they never gave up.

But when an opposing hitter grounded out,
the Calallen Wildcats at long last became
Class 4–A state champions in extra innings.
Nothing, including the rain, could dampen the
Wildcats fans’ excitement. They waited
through two rain delays. They stood and
cheered the team on, even as rain poured
down on the field and stadium.

When the Wildcats won, the joy was palat-
able as far away as the players’ hometown. A
WalMart employee got the call that Calallen
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